What do I need to do in my English Literature GCSE exams?
Unit 1H: Exploring Modern Texts (Monday 23rd May) – 1 hour 30 mins
Section A of this exam is on An Inspector Calls/Martyn Pig and you should spend your first 45 minutes on this question.  Find the questions on the text you are studying using the contents (there are lots of questions on various texts).  You will then have a choice of two questions: you only have to answer ONE.
Things you must include to pass:
· Developed answer to the question over several paragraphs (use PEE/PEAEAL)
· Your interpretation/understanding of the points raised in the question
· Quotations – as precise as possible – with analysis
· Analysis of language and/or structure (see other help sheet)
· Effects on the reader/audience (for An Inspector Calls, ideally the original late 1940s audience – after World War 2)
· Links to themes, ideally developed and with quotations

Other things to remember:
· Try your best with spelling and punctuation as well, because you get a few marks for this
· Don’t go over the 45 minute limit, to allow time to answer Section B
· You should be using a range of quotations from throughout the play, so make sure you’re familiar with the story and which places to look quickly for the right quotations.  Memorising a few key quotations is extremely important
· In An Inspector Calls, the opening stage directions at the start give lots of information: if you’re struggling for quotes, see if you can use these. If the question is on a character, analyse how Priestley describes them in the stage directions, as well as the words they use in speech
· Always focus on what the writer does to get his message and ideas across and have an effect on the audience (how does he make them feel certain ways about themes and characters?)
Section B of this exam is on To Kill a Mockingbird/Of Mice and Men and you should spend your second 45 minutes on this question.  You will be given an extract from the book, which you should spend five minutes or so carefully reading through and taking a note of anything relevant to the question – pick out important quotes, word choices, techniques etc.  You can and should write on the exam paper!  Divide your time evenly between parts (a) and (b) of the question, but remember that in (b) you’re expected to find quotes from elsewhere in the book and don’t have much time on this.
Things you must include to pass:
· Answers to part a and part b – make sure you leave time for both
· Developed link to themes/ideas in the novel
· Clear and developed response to the question over (at least) three paragraphs for each section
· Clear interpretations/understanding supported by precise quotations from the extract
· Analysis of language and/or structure (see other help sheet)
· Link to the context (the historical background and what was going on in America at the time – depending on the question, this could be to do with the struggle for work during the Depression in 1930s America, and/or the position of women in society at the time, and/or the position of black people, and/or the divide in power between people, Southern pride, etc. – see resources/websites related to context of the novels)
· You will be expected to relate to society, too – so include what the writer shows about Maycomb (as a typical Southern American town) in TKAM, and about the ranch (a typical Californian working environment) in OMAM
· Link the context to other quotations from the whole novel, relating to the area you’re talking about – analyse the language/structure in these quotes, too

Other things to remember:
· It is good to combine all the elements above within the same paragraph, just make sure you get enough detail in about everything that you need to.  Parts (a) and (b) might combine too – it’s all marked as a single question, not two separate ones – so you can write about society/context/the rest of the novel in section a as well as b
· Verb choices are often useful when analysing an extract, but look for any language that stands out
Unit 2H: Poetry Across Time (Friday 22nd May) – 1 hour 15 mins
Section A of this exam is on poems from the anthology and you should spend your first 45 minutes on this question.  Find the questions the Character and Voice section (usually the first two).  You will then have a choice of two questions: you only have to answer one.  Whichever question you pick, you must compare it to a poem of your choice.
Things you must include to pass:
· a clear, developed response to the question, over several comparative paragraphs
· precise, thoughtful quotations from the text, ideally with interesting techniques or language choices
· explanation of what effects the writer has on the reader, and how they create these effects
· analysis of language and/or structure (see extra help sheet) – this includes any poetic techniques
· developed links to any themes and/or feelings and/or attitudes in the poem, with quotes
· developed comparison linking the poems (could focus on similarities and/or differences in any of the areas above – try to start each paragraph with a sentence connecting the poems)
· quotations to back up your points of comparison between the poems
Other things to remember:
· A good answer will cover every aspect of TAILS (themes, attitudes, imagery, language, structure) in detail and with quotations
· Don’t forget to compare the poems and writers’ techniques as 12 marks are available in this area
· Mention any poetic techniques that you can, but don’t forget to explain their effects and use quotes
· When you plan quickly at the start, think about what the key similarities and differences between your two poems are, based on the question you’ve picked
· When linking poems, remember that this can be done in a huge number of ways – often by them having similar/contrasting parts relating to any of TAILS: so they could present the same theme in similar/different ways, use the same language/structural techniques for similar/different reasons, use different techniques for similar reasons, both use structure but in different ways, both create imagery of similar/different things, both relate to the same attitudes but in similar/different ways… - the possibilities for comparison are endless!
· This section is called ‘Character and Voice’ for a reason: you’ll be expected to explore and characters in the poem and what they’re like (including the speaker) and what kind of ‘voice’ they create, by covering the things above

Section B of this exam is on an ‘unseen’ poem and you should spend your final 30 minutes on this question.  You will be given the poem in the exam booklet – you should be writing all over this with points that you’ll make in your essay and underlining key quotes ready to use.  Make sure you read the question carefully and know exactly what’s asked of you.
Things you must include to pass:
· cover any ideas or themes that come up in the poem, with quotes and explanation
· analyse any interesting use of language and/or structure – use your knowledge of poetic techniques
· explain the writer’s effect on the readers and how they create it
· look for signs of any feelings and/or attitudes that might be important
Other things to remember:
· Make sure you allow yourself enough time after Section A to do Section B – it’s worth 18 marks!
· Look for the writer’s name and try to use it when explaining the choices they made.  However, remember that the speaker of the poem is usually a ‘character’ rather than the poet speaking for him/her self.
· Again, try to apply TAILS in Section B, but focus mainly on how language & structure is used
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Read the question carefully and make sure you respond to it.  However, if you’re really struggling to understand some or all of it, at least try to cover the areas above – make sure you write some quotations and analyse what techniques/imagery/feelings/key words are used and what you think their effect might be.
