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Unit 1 - Outline

In this unit you will study two modern texts and one which will require you to explore a culture different from your own.  On this exam paper, the word ‘modern’ means any text that was written after 1945.  

When you study your texts for Unit 1, you will look at three different areas:

· Ideas, themes and issues

· Characterisation

· Settings

But one very important area you must never forget is to think about how the writer uses language and structure to build their text.  

Unit 1 – the Exam

The key information about the Unit 1 is as follows:

· You will have 1 hour 30 minutes to complete the tasks.

· Two sections to complete.

· Section A on your modern text.

· Section B on your text from other cultures.
Unit 1 – The Assessment Objectives

Assessment Objectives are the things that your teacher and the examiner want you to be able to do when you write your answers on the Unit 1 exam.

You can see the Assessment Objectives for Unit 1 in the table below

	Assessment Objective
	What is it asking for?
	In Student-Speak

	AO1


	Respond critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual detail to illustrate and support interpretations
	· Come up with your own ideas about the texts.

· Use and comment on quotations to support your ideas.

	AO2


	Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers’ presentation of ideas, themes and settings.


	· Write about features of language and structure that you think are effective.

· Explain how the use of language links to the ideas that the writer is trying to explore in the text.

	AO4


	Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts; explain how texts have been influential and significant to self and other readers in different contexts and at different times.
	· Say how the text has been influenced by the time in which it was written.

· Explain how texts have had an influence on their readers.  


Annotating your copy of Martyn Pig
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Narrative – Revision Questions
1. How would you describe Martyn Pig’s relationship with his father?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do you think Martyn continues to look after Billy Pig?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What do Martyn’s comments about Aunty Jean suggest to you about the entire Pig family?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why do you think Alex is so important to Martyn?  What does she represent?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How does Brooks use the setting of the novel to reflect Martyn’s feelings?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Who is Martyn’s biggest inspiration in the novel?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What genre of fiction does Martyn most enjoy?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. What are the names of the two people who die in the novel?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What is the name of Billy Pig’s rich relative who bequeaths him £30,000?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What evidence does Dean use to blackmail Martyn?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What does Martyn do to tackle Dean’s attempt to blackmail him?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What is Alex’s lie in the novel?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. How does Martyn try to protect Alex?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Keeping Track: Chapter-by-Chapter (Enlarge to A3)
	Key Events in Chapter ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Key Character Quotations

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	
	Key Themes

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	
	Key Characters

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Character Profile:  Martyn Pig (Enlarge to A3)
	Who is Martyn Pig?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What is Martyn’s role in the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	How does the writer create Martyn’s character?

	Point
	Evidence (quote)
	Explain & Analyse

	_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

	My personal response to Martyn
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Character Profile:  Billy Pig (Enlarge to A3)
	Who is Billy Pig?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What is Billy’s role in the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	How does the writer create Billy’s character?

	Point
	Evidence (quote)
	Explain & Analyse

	_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

	My personal response to Billy
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Character Profile:  Alex (Enlarge to A3)
	Who is Alex?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What is Alex’s role in the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	How does the writer create Alex’s character?

	Point
	Evidence (quote)
	Explain & Analyse

	_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

	My personal response to Alex
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Character Profile: Dean (Enlarge to A3)
	Who is Dean?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What is Dean’s role in the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	How does the writer create Dean’s character?

	Point
	Evidence (quote)
	Explain & Analyse

	_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

	My personal response to Dean
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Character Profile: Aunty Jean (Enlarge to A3)
	Who is Aunty Jean?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What is Aunty Jean’s role in the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	How does the writer create Aunty Jean’s character?

	Point
	Evidence (quote)
	Explain & Analyse

	_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
	_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

	My personal response to Aunty Jean
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Character Extension Tasks


	Aunty Jean
	
	Alex

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Martyn Pig
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Billy Pig
	
	Dean


Character Extension Tasks
1. Which of the two characters do you most relate to and why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think Martyn’s relationship with his father is so strained?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why do you think the relationship between Martyn-Alex-Dean is so effective at creating tension in the novel?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Is there any evidence in the text to suggest that Martyn and Alex could ever have been more than friends, or is Brooks deliberately deceiving us into believing this is a possibility - to then surprise us later?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is your personal response to the way that Brooks allows the relationship between Alex and Martyn to conclude?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Martyn Pig:  Setting
(  The use of setting in the novel is very important in Martyn Pig because it helps to establish atmosphere.  Brooks is very skilful in terms of matching the mood of his protagonist, Martyn, to the descriptions of the settings.  Complete the table below to show the location, events and their importance in each chapter.
	Setting in Touching the Void
	Importance

_____________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

	
	Events

_____________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

	
	Location

_____________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

	
	Chapter Number

_____________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________


Keeping Track: Specific Settings

( Using the specific key settings listed below, complete the tables to show their significance in the novel.  
	Martyn’s House
	The Shopping centre

	
	The Beach
	

	The police station


Specific Settings:  Martyn’s House (Enlarge to A3)
	Textual Evidence
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What does the setting signify & symbolise?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Which events take place here?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Chapter Number(s)
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Location
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Specific Settings:  The Shopping Centre (Enlarge to A3)
	Textual Evidence
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What does the setting signify & symbolise?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Which events take place here?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Chapter Number(s)
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Location
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Specific Settings:  The Beach (Enlarge to A3)
	Textual Evidence
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What does the setting signify & symbolise?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Which events take place here?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Chapter Number(s)
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Location
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Specific Settings:  The Police Station (Enlarge to A3)
	Textual Evidence
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What does the setting signify & symbolise?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Which events take place here?
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Chapter Number(s)
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Location
	________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Setting: Extension Questions

1. Why do you think that much of the early action of the novel takes place in the Pig’s home?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you think Brooks pays so much attention to the descriptions of the settings in the novel?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Martyn spends a lot of time thinking in the novel.  Do you think the inner-workings of the his mind could be considered one of the settings for the novel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Martyn Pig: Themes
(  There are five key themes that you need to understand.  However, towards the end of this section, some more complex themes are explored.  To give yourself the opportunity to achieve the higher grades, you will want to make sure that you think about them and how they relate to other ideas in the novel.
(  The key themes of the novel are shown below.  In the spaces provided, try to explain what you think each one refers to in the novel.
	THEME
	EXPLANATION

	Family
	______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

	Death
	______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

	Secrets & Lies
	______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

	Justice
	______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

	The Future
	______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________ 


Themes in Martyn Pig – Family (Enlarge to A3)
(  Use this worksheet to collect quotations about the theme explored in the central box.
	The Breakdown of the Family – Key Quotations

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	Family

Family is one of the most important themes in Martyn Pig.  It is because Martyn’s family has broken down that the events of the narrative happen at all.  Martyn’s difficult relationship with his dad leads to the terrible night when he pushes him and he dies.  Equally, Martyn also struggles to get along with other members of his family, like Aunty Jean.  And then there are the missing members of Martyn’s family who are mentioned but who we never see, like his mum and Aunty Eileen.  In turn, family is one of the key themes that Brooks uses the novel to explore.

	The Burden of Family Responsibility – Key Quotations
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

	
	Family Ties – Key Quotations
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	


Themes in Martyn Pig – Secrets & Lies (Enlarge to A3)
(  Use this worksheet to collect quotations about the theme explored in the central box.
	Different Types of Lies – Key Quotations

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	Secrets & Lies

One of the key themes of the novel is secrets and lies.  One of the initial triggers of the narrative is the moment when Dean reveals that he has recorded Martyn and Alex talking about Billy Pig’s death.  However, there are other secrets, like Aunty Eileen’s will, all of which represent a much greater meaning in the text.  


	The Consequences of Lies – Key Quotations
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

	
	Family Secrets – Key Quotations
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	


Themes in Martyn Pig – Justice (Enlarge to A3)
(  Use this worksheet to collect quotations about the theme explored in the central box.
	Crime & Punishment – Key Quotations

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	Justice

Justice is major part of the novel most obviously because of Martyn’s fascination with detective fiction.  However, Martyn becomes a character in his own real-life murder mystery following Billy Pig’s death.  The remainder of the novel follows Martyn’s attempts to evade justice.
	Divine Retribution – Key Quotations
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

	
	Natural Justice – Key Quotations

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 
	


Themes in Martyn Pig – Death (Enlarge to A3)
(  Work in groups of four to compile revision worksheets like the ones above for the theme of ‘Death’. 

	_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	Death

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

	
	_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________ 
	


Themes in Martyn Pig – The Future  (Enlarge to A3)
(  Work in groups of four to compile revision worksheets like the ones above for the theme of ‘The Future’.   

	_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	The Future

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

	
	_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
	


Language in Martyn Pig

· Brooks uses a range of techniques in the text.

· Some of them are listed in the table below.
· Complete the table below for each of the features.  
	FEATURE OF LANGUAGE
	EXAMPLE FROM THE TEXT
	EFFECT

	Short Sentences
	
	

	Exaggeration
	
	

	Direct Speech
	
	

	Sarcasm
	
	

	Vivid Description
	
	

	Macabre Language
	
	


Brooks’ Use of Language in Martyn Pig


	Feature
	Effect on the Reader?

	
	


· Why is Brooks’ language use effective in this example?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Feature
	Effect on the Reader?

	
	


· Why is Brooks’ language use effective in this example?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Brooks’ Use of Language in Martyn Pig

	Feature
	Effect on the Reader?

	
	


· Why is Brooks’ language use effective in this example?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Feature
	Effect on the Reader?

	
	


· Why is Brooks’ language use effective in this example?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Brooks’ Use of Language in Martyn Pig

	Feature
	Effect on the Reader?

	
	


· Why is Brooks’ language use effective in this example?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Feature
	Effect on the Reader?

	
	


· Why is Brooks’ language use effective in this example? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Martyn Pig – Exam Preparation

	What do I need to know about the Unit 1 Examination?

	Time Allowed
	1 hour 30 minutes

	How many questions?
	Two: one from Section A and one from Section B
Martyn Pig is in Section A

	How many marks?
	30 marks

	Am I allowed my book?
	Yes – but it must be clear of all annotations


Understanding the Mark Scheme


Martyn Pig – Sample Response (C)

Choose a passage that is particularly dramatic.

Write about:

· what is dramatic in the passage;
· the methods that Brooks uses to make it dramatic.


Annotation

Martyn Pig – Sample Response (A*)

Choose a passage that is particularly dramatic.
Write about:

· What is dramatic
· The methods that Brooks uses to make it dramatic


Annotation

Martyn Pig – Planning a Response (Enlarge to A3)

· Use the diagram below to plan your essay and remember to include:

· Points

· Quotations

· Comments on the effects of language





The following are suggested activities that teachers might use to develop students’ understanding of the novel’s plot:

1. Students complete the storyboarding exercise.

2. Students complete the calendar activity to record key events.

3. Students complete Plot Curve to trace the development of plot.
The following are suggested activities that teachers might use to develop students’ understanding of the novel’s characters.

1. Students write an internal monologue for a key character.

2. Students write the descriptions of each character for Martyn’s first novel. 

3. Students complete Billy Pig’s Lonely Hearts column. 

4. Students complete the character collage task.

The following are suggested activities that teachers might use to develop students’ understanding of the novel’s themes.

1. Students write a Jeremy Kyle style role play – family. 

2. Students write the obituaries for the dead characters – death.

The ‘Video’ task allows students to revise a number of areas within the novel. 


	
	
	

	Event:
	Event:
	Event:

	
	
	

	Event:
	Event:
	Event:

	
	
	

	Event:
	Event:
	Event:




	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	18
	19
	20

	Saturday
	Sunday
	Monday

	21
	22
	23

	Tuesday
	Christmas Day
	

	24


	25
	






Questions
1. Which event would you describe as the catalyst for the other events in the story?

2. Which event would you describe as the climax of the story?

3. Which event represents the resolution of the story?







Character’s Internal Monologue

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Name of Character:  _______________________________________

Description for Martyn’s novel:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


(   When Martyn looks through Billy Pig’s belongings, he finds a response to a lonely hearts advert.
 (  Work in pairs to find some examples of lonely hearts adverts and make a list of their features in the table below.  Working together, write the lonely hearts advert for Billy Pig.

	FEATURES OF A LONELY HEARTS ADVERT

	FEATURE
	EXAMPLE
	EFFECT

	
	
	


Billy’s Advert:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



‘My Dad’s a drunken waster!’
Imagine that Martyn and Billy Pig have decided to go on the Jeremy Kyle show to try and resolve their problems.

Script a short (no more than 5 minute sequence) in which they explore the problems in their relationship.

You will need someone to play: Martyn, Billy and Jeremy Kyle.

You could use this as one of your Speaking and Listening Controlled Assessment pieces.

‘My Dad’s a drunken waster!’
Imagine that Martyn and Billy Pig have decided to go on the Jeremy Kyle show to try and resolve their problems.

Script a short (no more than 5 minute sequence) in which they explore the problems in their relationship.

You will need someone to play: Martyn, Billy and Jeremy Kyle.

You could use this as one of your Speaking and Listening Controlled Assessment pieces.

‘My Dad’s a drunken waster!’
Imagine that Martyn and Billy Pig have decided to go on the Jeremy Kyle show to try and resolve their problems.

Script a short (no more than 5 minute sequence) in which they explore the problems in their relationship.

You will need someone to play: Martyn, Billy and Jeremy Kyle.

You could use this as one of your Speaking and Listening Controlled Assessment pieces.

(  When people die, very often they have an article written about them in the newspaper.  This is called an obituary.

· Work in pairs and find some examples of obituaries from a local newspaper.

· Complete the chart below to show the key features of an obituary.

· Write the obituary for one of the dead characters in the novel.

	KEY FEATURES OF OBITUARIES

	KEY INFORMATOIN
	KEY TYPES OF LANGUAGE
	OTHER FEATURES

	
	
	




_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Character collages

· Create a collage to represent the novel’s characters.  (Different groups should do different characters.)  

· You can use images and words from newspapers, magazines, postcards, photographs, stickers, symbols, hand drawn images or phrases - anything really!

· Make your collages as interesting as possible.

· Include at least ten quotes about your character within the collage.  

Video

Work in small groups to create a video about one of the following areas:

· The novel’s themes & ideas

· The novel’s plot – key events
· The novel’s characters (different groups should do different character)
· The novel’s language & structure
· The novel’s top ten quotes

In your videos you can include:

· Music

· Sound

· Images

· Quotes

· Performance / readings

· Commentary / analysis

· Anything else you can think of

Unit 1 – Exploring Modern Texts:  What do I need to know?








Annotating means making notes on a book, play or poem.  This is a very important skill because you only have limited space and you need whatever you write to be clear and convey the most meaning in the smallest number of words.  Also, you have to remember that you may make an annotation in September which you don’t then look at again until December!  So, making the right kinds of annotations is very important.  If your teacher will allow you to annotate your text, you should do it like the example below.





The emphasis on ‘scraps’ and ‘vague’ feelings shows just how fragmented Martyn’s childhood has been.  





Use of short sentence reflects the confusion in Martyn’s mind about the topic.  He is unsure of how to present himself to the audience.





Gives the impression that the story that Martyn is going to tell is complex and emotionally difficult.





It’s hard to know where to start with this.  I supposed I could tell you all about where I was born, what it was like when mum was still around, what happened when I was a little kid, all that kind of stuff, but it’s not really relevant.  Or maybe it is.  I don’t know.  Most of it I can’t remember, anyway.  It’s all just bits and pieces of things, things that may or may not have happened – scraps of images, vague feelings, faded photographs of nameless people and forgotten places – that kind of thing.  





In the spaces below, you can see the names of the five major characters.


Label each character with their role in the plot.


Using arrows, show how the characters link to one another.  





Look at each of the quotations below.


Highlight the features of language that you can find.


Write a paragraph explaining the effects of Brooks’ use of language.





“My name made my life unbearable.  Martyn Pig.  Why?”





“Dean in his usual black biker gear, pale face ugly and even whiter than usual beneath the cold shop lights, flicking his pony tail from side to side like a cow flicking at flies with its tail.”  





“Was a acc’dent Mar’n.  Was a aa’dent.  Y’gotta tell em.  Was a’ccdent”





“Yellowy bits of cloud had crawled into the sky.  It looked like a dirty handkerchief…I hated it.  Dirty-grey.  Dark and cold, everything too close.” 





“I rang Alex again at six.  This time I let it ring.  Still no answer.  I let it ring some more, imagining the lonely echo of the phone at the other end.  Pheep-pheep, pheep-pheep, pheep-pheep… Was anybody listening?”





“It was a dark coloured Escort.  Two men sat in the front, faces dimly lit by the interior light…I didn’t recognise them.  They were talking.”





To get an A* you must


Keep the focus on the question all the way until the end of your answer.





Write with insight – get to the core of what the writer is trying to say.





Use quotation analytically.





Make evaluative comments on language / structure.





Suggest different interpretations of the text.





To get a C you must


Focus on the question.





Use effective quotations to prove your points.





Explain the effects of language on the reader.





Include a range of points in your answer.  





Other things to remember!


Re-read the novel several times before the examination.


Keep thinking about quotations that you could use in your answer.


Try and think of a range of points you could use in your answer.








Look at the sample response below.


Using the C grade descriptors, identify which of those qualities it demonstrates.


The response is on the question below.





One of the most dramatic parts of the novel is when Dean reveals that he has a tape of Martin’s confession.  This is very dramatic because we now know that Martyn’s secret is out.  The drama in this passage comes from a number of things.  Firstly, Brooks creates an eerie atmosphere as the tape is playing when he says it ‘whirred quietly’ on the kitchen table as Martyn could hear Alex’s voice.  This is effective, and almost ironic, because while the tape recorder might be quiet, what it is actually playing is incredibly dramatic.  Brooks also creates tension by the way he characterises Dean.  As Dean plays the tape to Martyn and Alex, Brooks says that he ‘smiled’ and this is dramatic because we know that Martyn’s world has come crashing down, but we are left to question what Dean wants from the situation.








Look at the sample response below.


Using the A* grade descriptors, identify which of those qualities it demonstrates.


The response is on the question below.





One of the most dramatic moments of the novel is when Martyn disposes of his father’s body.  It is at this point that the separation of father and son is complete: Martyn is emancipated from the man who has held him captive for so long.  Martyn describes how Billy’s body came to rest ‘among the rocks and silt and supermarket trolleys and rusted bike frames’.  This is not the dignified end of a man that Martyn revered; instead, it is a final resting place of a man as decayed and rotten as the forgotten objects with which he shares a grave.  This description is incredibly effective because it crystalises for us the sense in which Billy was not just a decaying influence on his own life, but also on that of Martyn.  





Choose a passage from the book that creates tension.


Write about:


what creates tension in the passage;


the methods that Brook uses to create tension.














Introduction








 





Paragraph 3








 





Paragraph 1








 





Paragraph 2








 





Conclusion








 





Further Revision / Teaching Activities





Martyn Pig:  Understanding the Plot





Complete the storyboard below to show the key events of the novel.


Include a key event from each chapter.  





Martyn Pig:  Understanding the Plot





For each day on the calendar, fill in a key event that takes place in the relevant chapter.   





Martyn Pig:  Understanding the Plot





Complete the plot curve to identify where tension is built in the novel and the key events that unfold. 


Mark  the key events on the chart.





Martyn Pig: Understanding Characters





Choose one of the events below.


Write an internal monologue for one of the characters in the space provided. 





Martyn when he dumps the body





Dean when he reveals his tape recording





Alex when she realises what Martyn has done








Martyn Pig: Understanding Characters





Imagine Martyn was writing a third person account of the events for his first detective novel.  


Choose one of the characters and write the description he would use in his novel.   





Martyn Pig:  Understanding Characters





Martyn Pig: Understanding Themes - Family





Martyn Pig: Understanding Themes - Death





Martyn Pig:  Understanding Themes - Death





Obituary
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