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STUDENT NAME___________________________

Unit Title: Modern texts: Martyn Pig by Kevin Brooks

GCSE English Literature Unit 1 Section A

Exam May 2011  - 1 ½ hrs

Section A: Modern Prose and Drama

Essay question on Character/ theme/ style but you must analyse language!

 45 minutes

Assessment objectives:

· AO1 Respond to texts critically and imaginatively; select and evaluate relevant textual detail to illustrate and support interpretations.

· AO2 Explain how language, structure and form contribute to writers’ presentation of ideas, themes and settings.
“Martyn Pig” 

Kevin Brooks – a brief biography

Kevin Brooks, the author of “Martyn Pig” tells us:

“I like: reading, thinking, writing songs, painting, wearing hats … words” and, “I’ve been in love with books all my life. I love everything about them – how they feel, how they look, how they smell. They’re the best thing in the world.” (myspace)

“Being a writer is absolutely wonderful. I love writing, it’s what I DO – thinking, writing, creating new worlds,it’s fantastic”. (Push interview)

Brooks was born in 1959 and grew up in Exeter, Devon. He gained a degree in Psychology and Philosophy from Aston University in 1980. Before achieving success with his writing, he worked in a crematorium and in a post office whilst creating music and writing. His first published novel was “Martyn Pig” in 2002. He won the Branford Boase Award for this in 2003 and was shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal. .The novel has been praised for its “tremendous teen appeal” (Connie Tyrrell Burns)

He is influenced by the detective and crime novels he read as a child and classes as his heroes, “Sherlock Holmes, Philip Marlowe” (myspace). “Martyn Pig” makes particular reference to the detective novel “The Big Sleep” by Raymond Chandler in which many characters double cross each other and secrets are revealed throughout the narrative. Its detective hero Philip Marlowe is tough, insightful and powerful with women. It is worth thinking about connections Martyn might be tempted to make between himself and Chandler. There is also reference to sleep as a euphemism for death in Chandler’s novel which is echoed in the description of the death of Martyn’s father several times.

Pre-reading

What do you associate with the word below?







Opening to The Novel...
How should the gaps be filled?

Yeah, I know. Don’t worry about it. It doesn’t ……………………..I’m ………to it. Mind you, there was a time when …………………..My name made my life ………….Martyn Pig. ………….? Why did I have to…………?The ………….., the ………………. and sniggers, the ………….., the never-ending ……………, day in, day out, over and …………………….. Why? Why me? Why couldn’t I have a………………………..?............... …………..- something like that. Why was I lumbered with a name…………………….., a name that ………………? A ………….name. why?

Wednesday

· Write down the top five characteristics of an ideal father:
1. 

2. 

3.

4. 

5. 

· Write down five adjectives used to describe Martyn’s father.

· For each one, provide a quotation from pgs 7 – 13

	Adjective
	Quotation

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


· What opinions does the reader form of Martyn’s father?
Character Files: Martyn
	Attributes
	Quotation

	Why is this language choice interesting?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Character Files: William (father)

	Attributes
	Quotation

	Why is this language choice interesting?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Character Files: Alex

	Attributes
	Quotation

	Why is this language choice interesting?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Character Files: Dean

	Attributes
	Quotation

	Why is this language choice interesting?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


· How does the structure of 'Wednesday' contribute to writers’ presentation of ideas, themes and settings?
Chapter 1 Summary: Wednesday 

Fill in the gaps

Martyn introduces himself and the story he is about to tell, which he says happened ____________________________He explains that his ​​​​​________has left and that he lives with his, _________, William Pig, who is an  ____________His dad's sister, _____________, occasionally visits and Martyn explains how much he dislikes her, and how, after his parents_____________, his father won _____________of him over Aunty Jean.  Martyn's dad gives him some money to ________________________and Martyn goes into town.  On his way back, he meets his friend and neighbour,__________.  Martyn explains to the reader that although he is attracted to Alex, he feels _______________to her due to their difference in age (he is_______, she is____).  He remembers how Alex and her______________, an____________, had moved to a neighbouring house _______________and that they had been friends ever since.  Martyn explains that Alex has a boyfriend, ____________, whom he dislikes.

On page 24 Martyn reveals that he killed his father 'but___________________.' He then explains the events leading up to the death – his love of _________________and his father's interruptions while he tried to watch_________________.  He explains that his dad had been taunting him during the programme, and when he told his dad to___________, his dad had made to _______him.  Martyn pushed his dad back.  His dad stumbled back, fell against the____________, hit his head and died.

Martyn, believing he would be the main ________________if he called the police, takes no action apart from confiding in_______.  She attempts to persuade him to call the police. But Martyn refuses, fearing he would be either sent to _________or to live with the dreaded_________________.

inferior 

Aunty Jean

divorced

Dean

hit

'shut up'

13

Dad


'get some stuff for Exmas'

suspect 

alcoholic

custody

actress



‘I never meant to kill him’


Alex


prison
mum


15


Alex


detective fiction

'over a year ago'
two years ago 

mother
Inspector Morse

Fireplace

Aunty Jean

Thursday

· reread the first two paragraphs on p52  and fill the grid below with appropriate quotations

 The father’s room

	then
	now

	
	"bits of broken biscuits"



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Why is it important that the author emphasises these differences?
A leitmotif is a repeated expression, event or idea used to unify a piece of writing.

1. Look at the quotations below. Highlight any ‘unifying’ references you can find in them.

a) Horrible tinny Christmas musak … synthesised sleigh bells and chirpy pianos, groany old singers … A great swirling mess of sound searing its way into my head … chattering machine guns, talking animals, wailing police car sirens, dee-dur dee-dur dee-dur … the constant sound of thousands of people … all talking, jabbering away, yammering rubbish to each other – scuffle scuffle scuffle, blah blah blah, scuffle scuffle scuffle.

b) It’s there all the time, the sound of too much everything, but no one ever listens to it.

c) Pounding on the window. Gusting against the glass. Louder and louder. It wouldn’t stop. I couldn’t get it out of my head. It was so loud. So insistent. Pounding, pounding rain. Louder and louder and louder, like a thousand angry fingers rapping on the window.

d) Most people, they just keep yapping all the time, even when there’s nothing to say. Talking for the sake of it, spouting rubbish. Making noise. What’s wrong with silence? Listen to it, it’s beautiful.
2. Reread pgs 46 – 60 and write down examples of Martyn looking out of windows, or referring to windows?
Martyn mind-map


3. How do the leitmotifs enhance the character of Martyn?

Chapter 2/Thursday Summary – Fill in the gaps

After a sleep filled with______________, Martyn wakes to find a ___________addressed to his ________________containing a____________________, which had been left to his father in a will by____________________.  Martyn shares the news with__________.  They discuss the money, and Martyn's fears of ____________________impending visit. Alex goes to meet_________.  Later, Martyn is visited by___________________, who attempts to blackmail Martyn with ______________________made on a recorder hidden in the unknowing______________.  After they leave, Martyn collects a ___________________left by Dean and a few_______________________.

Alex's bag 

Alex and Dean 
father 

a long-lost relative 
letter cigarette end

Aunty Jean's

a taped conversation

Alex 


Dean 


cheque for £30,000

nightmares

strands of his hair

Friday
	Extract
	How the themes of isolation, fantasy and reality dominate Martyn’s feelings

	P77 “I wondered what Alex … just fades away.”


	

	P79 “I watched her as she applied … nothing was real”


	

	P80 “When you gradually come to realize … forgotten how to smile.”


	


Aunty Jean
	Simile to describe Aunty Jean

	Effect on reader

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Whole chapter based task
	Incident
	how are suspense, horror and humour are used

	The description of the father's bedroom
	

	The application of make-up to the body
	

	The making of the tape and its breakdown
	

	The arrival of aunty Jean and her visit to the bathroom
	

	Showing Aunty Jean the unwell William Pig
	


Chapter 3/Friday  Summary - Fill in the gaps

To prepare for _____________________visit, Martyn and ___________ move Martyn's dad's __________up to ________________and they set about making the room look like a_______________.  Alex __________while Aunty Jean__________.  Aunty Jean is slightly _________________but leaves, finally convinced that her brother was simply_______, ill.  Alex leaves and ____________daydreams of starting ______________with her and the__________________.

his bedroom 

hides 

suspicious 

Alex 

body 


Aunty Jean's

asleep

Martyn

a new life

visits


sickroom
£30,000

Saturday

Before reading this section, in any order use these key words and phrases from the novel along with ideas of your own to create a description of the beach Martyn visits: 

Dark and heavy, shingle crunched, white darkness, heavy and calm, blur of emptiness, mud banks, silent, seagulls , waxy green grasses, miles of sticky brown mud, blanket of glum grey.
Close Reading Task: a. Reread pages 101-105 

· How is a sense of isolation created here?
b. Now look at the section at the end of the chapter when the body is dumped in the quarry. In what ways is the mood similar and in what ways is it different?
Write about:

· Similarities with darkness and cold.
· Differences with Martyn not being alone, his feelings of happiness, dynamic verbs, mentioning of birth.

Read pages 107-8 when Martyn falls into a trance-like state. 

1. How does the structure and language convey this? 
2. How does this show that Alex dominates Martyn’s thoughts?
·  Now read up to pg 113

·  using the idea of contrast established earlier in the novel, write down quotations to show how reality re-establishes itself once Martyn re-enters his house.

·  Read pgs 113 - 135

Themes: Morality

 On p 132 Martyn talks directly to the reader about the morality of what he has done. 

1. What is the impact of his speaking openly to the readers about this?
 2. Why is the author keeping Dean so prominent in the narrative

here?
 Chapter 4/Saturday Summary: fill in the gaps

______________, Alex phones and tells Martyn that she has to go shopping with_____________.  Martyn decides to spend the day at the ________- at this time of year it would be______________.  He takes the bus there.  At first, Martyn enjoys the walk - then it starts to____________.  Martyn's thoughts race into free association.  He sits on the beach and imagines being taken over by the cold and__________.  He sees __________in a white dress gliding towards him but this image then resolves into _______________‘like a ghoulish scarecrow, deathly pale and______________.’ 

Martyn comes back to full consciousness and decides to get away from the beach before he___________________.  He runs through the snow and travels home, _________________and having a___________.  Alex arrives with ________________and they set about dressing his Dad’s body using _______________to avoid leaving fingerprints.  They put the body into a___________________, take it downstairs and load it in the van.  

They drive the van in the dark, looking for a ___________________that they remember being nearby.  They find the gravel pit, which is filled with_____________  They put __________in the sleeping bag in order to weigh it down and stop it floating, and push it into the____________.  Alex drives Martyn home.  On the journey, Martyn considers the morality of his actions, claiming that he had not done anything wrong - he had not ___________anyone.  

hurt 

sleeping bag 

beach 

snow 

Martyn's dad
bath 

her mum

deserted 
drunk 

dying 



The next day
freezes to death
making tea
rocks 

rubber gloves
disused gravel pit
water

Alex

surgical masks

water.
Sunday

Two important ‘phone call take place here:
1) pp140-141 Martyn phones Alex but is told by her mother that Alex is not in. What kind of mood is created here? Why? How does Martyn feel?
2) Pp145-147 Finally, Alex phones back. The conversation doesn’t flow. 
How does the use of structure and verb choices suggest a difficult and stilted conversation?
Chapter 5/Sunday Summary – fill in the gaps

Martyn wakes up and listens to ________________on the radio.  He considers what he would take to a desert island, and decides in the end_____________.  He wanders around the house enjoying the ____________but seeing a kind of ______________in the _______________he associates with______________.  Martyn spends all day hoping to see ___________but she does not visit.

horror 

his father 

there is nothing
quietness
Desert Island Discs

furniture
Alex

Monday

Practice Close Textual Analysis – Death

Re-read page 149 (the last three lines) and page 150.

Martyn describes his killing a sparrow when he was a child.

Find short suitable quotations to illustrate the use of matter-of-fact tone here.
Now compare this tone with the one used in the description of his father’s death (p36). Find  a short suitable quotation:

How is the tone similar/ different? 
Techniques – Repetition and Foreshadowing (intratextuality)

· Read page 154(last six lines) and page 155 
· flick back to find where you have read this before.

· make a list of all the important events which have happened in between the two events:

Themes: Disposal and Exposure

Alex's hidden depths are exposed (pp165 -7) thus exposing Martyn as somewhat naïve.

What line is repeated for the third time?
 Why is the final line isolated?
Chapter 6/Monday Summary: fill in the gaps
Martyn, making breakfast, remembers _________________when he was younger.  He reflects that 'It left me cold.  ___________.  Scared.  Dirty and bad.'  But also, 'A sense of power, maybe.  Control.  ______________.'  Alex visits and encourages Martyn to hide the signs of________________.  She offers to take the ____________and put it back in the ______________and tells Martyn that she has ______________the practice____________.  Alex leaves and Martyn waits for ____________to arrive.  He enjoys ________________and cleaning away the mess ____________always left.  

Dean arrives and Martyn is _________________in his manner.  He refuses to give Dean the ________________and, when Dean threatens to pass the incriminating ________________________between Martyn and Alex to the police, he retaliates by telling Dean he has placed ____________________and cigarette ash in the ________________containing his dad's body.  Dean recognises that Martyn now has control.  Martyn tells Dean that __________has collected any spare ___________from_____________.  Dean leaves on his motorbike and Martyn ponders the _______________________of how the noise from the motorbike seems to suddenly__________________________.  

Alex returns with the tapes and tells Martyn 'I don't think we'll see ________again.'  They play ______________and Martyn suggests to Alex that now they can do whatever they like.  Alex remains_________________.  When she leaves that night, Martyn says, ‘That was the last time I ever saw____________.'

cash card 
taped conversation 
evasive 
flushed away 
Ashamed 
forging the cheque 
Alex 

a bird he shot dead
tapes


tidying the house 
peculiarity 

Strength
signatures
her
Dean

his dad
Scrabble 
disappear

Dean

money

calm and casual 
bureau

sleeping bag

Dean's flat
strands of his hair

Tuesday
Written task: Explain the function of the structure used on pages 176 - 178. How have they allowed the reader to share in Martyn’s discovery?
Chapter 7/Tuesday Summary: fill in the gaps

The next day, Martyn begins to worry that Alex has not visited.  He goes to Alex's front door and sees the ______________and an __________house.  He wanders around ______________________________starting to piece together evidence.  He realises that Alex has taken one of his _______________and _______________and cashcard.  He understands that Alex 'took the cheque-book, the cash card, ____________________, and the letters.  She also took the jacket.  And probably some other___________________, too.  The shirt, pair of trousers, maybe____________.  Stuffed the morning that damn great ______________and just walked out.  Why?  Think about it..._________________.  Of course!  Her mum.'  Alex has stolen these things so that her mum can _______________as Martyn's dad and ____________________from the cash machine.  Martyn is plunged into confusion and _______________

The police visit, asking for_______________.  They want to come in to talk with Martyn, who tells them that his dad went out on ________________and has not come back.  They also ask him about_____________, and Martyn tells them that he has not seen Dean for several________________.  

One of the police officers shows a letter saying that a cheque of £30,000 was paid into William Pig's bank account.  He also shows a sheet of paper with the ___________________________________of Martyn's dad, saying they were found at _________________and that Dean had been killed in a road accident the previous____________.  

The police officer says that Dean’s motorbike’s ________________________and that they had been 'Possibly severed.  _________________'  Martyn realises that ____________had probably cut the brake cables on Dean's motorbike, thus causing him to be killed.  The police officers take Martyn away to the police station.  Martyn ponders the full implications of Alex's actions.

bag of hers 

cheque-book 
clothes 
empty 
Her mum

withdraw the money
William Pig

Dean

Intentionally


Alex

dad's jackets 
van gone
doubt

months

Dean's flat
dad's identification
a coat

dress up
his dad's bedroom 

break lines failed
Saturday
day

practiced forged signatures

Christmas Day

	the ideal Christmas Day
	The reality of this Christmas Day for Martyn

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Further examination of techniques: Patterning and repetition

The police interview here can be compared with the one in Martyn’s dream in “Thursday”. How are they different? 
Is there any evidence that Martyn has grown up?
Irony: One definition of irony is: an amusing reversal of the expected outcome.
Look at Bennett (from the Social services) and his supposedly helpful interjections to help an “innocent” child. (pp203-6). How do they help to create humour in the situation of the police interview?
Chapter 8/Christmas Day Summary: Fill in the gaps

Martyn is told that the police have found his ______________and he pretends ______________and grief.  Martyn is interviewed by the police and sticks to his story that he had last seen his father on__________________: that he had been ill when __________________had visited and then gone out _______________and didn't come back.  

In order to protect himself, Martyn makes up a story about___________.  He says that, at a_______________________, he had spoken to a girl without knowing she was Dean's girlfriend.  Dean had then arrived and________________him.  Martyn gives a description of the girl which is entirely different to____________.  Martyn then says that Dean had visited his house last ______________with one of his _____________and threatened him again.  He says that Dean had _____________________the house, searching through his dad's room, and had taken away the _____________________about his dad's money and the___________  Martyn is_________________.

week 

will
surprise 
the next day 
father's body
Dean


his Aunty Jean 
biker friends

Saturday
ransacked
 released letters
Christmas dance 


threatened

Alex

Epilogue
Here Martyn sums up his situation. Pick out five quotations from pp213-4 and explain how they display his attitude to the situation.
	Quotation
	How this displays his attitude

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


By careful reading of her letter, what kind of person is Alex presented as being?
Symbolic Weather

The novel ends with snow. Remembering earlier discussion on symbolism through the weather, what might the author be suggesting about Martyn’s final view on the novel past events and on Alex?
Epilogue Summary: Fill out the gaps
Martyn explains that he has been living at _________________for almost a_________, and that it's not as ____________as he thought it would be.  The truth about his father has never come out and no one has been _______________.  Martyn says that he thinks the police suspect him for the murder of______________, but that they can't prove anything.

Martyn says that he received a ____________yesterday from __________.  In the letter, she apologises if Martyn got into trouble, saying she tried to 'leave things pointing in the right direction.'  She says she is living in ____________and that she's got her first _____________as an actress in__________________.  She finishes the letter on a _____________tone.  Martyn puts down the letter and looks out of the window. ‘It was starting to____________.’

snow 

year 

letter 

the USA 
bad 

Alex


Dean 

his Aunty Jean’s
arrested
role

an advert
breezy

Suggested Whole Text Questions
1. What does the novel tell us about any three of the following issues: betrayal, family life, deception, love, society, environment, authority?

2. Martyn Pig: villain, hero or victim? How does Brooks allow for these conflicting interpretations to co-exist? Consider key events in the novel to support your answer.

3. “The comic awfulness of the events which overtake him will keep you gripped.”

Explore key memorable moments from within the novel (Foundation).

To what extent do you agree? (Higher)

4. How does Brooks use humour in the novel?

GLOSSARY

anagnorisis -recognition or discovery, as of a disguised character, one thought to be lost, or a critical fact

bildungsroman - A novel whose principal subject is the moral, psychological, and intellectual development of a usually youthful main character: sometimes called a ‘coming of age’ novel.
dénouement - The final resolution or clarification of a dramatic or narrative plot. 

epilogue - a short passage added at the end of a literary work; "the epilogue told what eventually happened to the main characters"
epiphany moment -  A comprehension or perception of reality by means of a sudden intuitive realization
epistolary - written in the form of or carried on by letters or correspondence
eponymous – relating to the person for which something is named, e.g Oliver Twist

irony - an amusing reversal of the expected outcome.
leitmotif - a repeated expression, event or idea used to unify a piece of writing.

Pathetic Fallacy  - the presentation of inanimate objects in nature as possessing human feelings 

peripeteia - A sudden change of events or reversal of circumstances, especially in a literary work.

Symbolism: The practice of representing things by means of symbols or of attributing symbolic meanings or significance to objects, events, or relationships.
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