The Beach






Martyn Pig by Kevin Brooks

Read Martyn’s description of the beach  on pages 101 - 105.  What does his description tell the reader about his state of mind?  Write about the methods Kevin Brooks uses to give his main character a voice in this section.

	Quotation
	What does this tell the reader about Martyn’s state of mind?
	How do we know this?  Think about the language used.

	A long straight road takes you across great stretches of muddy ooze. The ooze is the estuary..when there’s a high tide and the ooze fills up with a dull-grey sea that laps slowly across the surface of the road…Then you know it’s an island.
	
	

	…something glinted in the distance, a silver streak.I squinted through the smeared window, but was unable to distinguish the sea from the sky. It was all just a blanket of aluminium grey.
	
	

	As I moved on down the coast road a lonely clinking sound drifted in from the rigging of small boats resting in the distant mud. Seagulls screeched and squabbled, circling aimlessly in the breeze.
	
	

	A thick stink filled the air as I passed the dull black carcass of a dead porpoise. Pale grey meat showed where the rubbery skin had been hacked open. Ripped apart. I imagined it thrashing helplessly in the sea, screaming unintelligible screams.
	
	

	Millions of snowflakes dropping from the sky like invaders from another planet, silent and serene – menacing.
	
	



