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The three sources that follow are:

 Source 1:  an online newspaper article called, ‘Killer shark off Cornwall? 
It must be summer!’  by Richard Saville and Richard Alleyne

 Source 2:  ‘Hello I’m Jessica.  Nice to meet you …’, an extract from 
Jessie J’s autobiography ‘Nice to Meet you’

 Source 3:  ‘Going Coastal: The beach bum’s guide’, an extract from a 
tourist information brochure ‘Visit Cornwall 2013’.
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Source 1

Killer shark off Cornwall?  It must be summer!

A shark similar to the one spotted off the coast of St Ives

Summer has barely begun and already we have our fi rst reports of a killer shark off the coast of Cornwall.  In a 
scene reminiscent of the fi lm Jaws, a fi sherman out on the water has said he was nearly toppled from his 
wooden boat by the man-eating shark.

The angler was out looking for mackerel, a mile off the coast of St Ives, when suddenly his boat was rammed 
by the 7ft fi sh.  As it swam away, he identifi ed it as an Oceanic White Tip, a shark famed for feeding frenzies 
around shipwrecks and plane crashes.

While the prospect of this killing machine swimming around our coast sounds terrifying, before anyone fl ees the 
water, experts are already pouring cold water on the reports.  They claim the shark, normally found in tropical 
waters, has never been seen this far north – and even if it has entered our waters it will be virtually comatose 
from the cold.

Nevertheless the fi shermen are adamant.  One of them, who has been fi shing in St Ives Bay all his life, said the 
shark rammed his boat.  He spotted the distinctive mottled white tipped dorsal fi n zig zagging towards him.  “As 
I was looking over the side of the boat, it just slammed into it.  Then its head came out of the water by about a 
foot.” 

The Mayor of St Ives sought to play down any threat.  He said: “There is no immediate danger.  Sea creatures 
do tend to come and go so it has probably just blown off course.  I am sure it will fi nd its way back to where it is 
meant to be.”

The harbourmaster of St Ives said: “To be honest it’s getting a bit like the fi lm Jaws now.  People are 
speculating and starting to panic.”

Matt Slater, curator of the Blue Reef Aquarium in Newquay, said the reported sightings were “exciting” and, if 
proven, would be the fi rst of the species in UK waters.  “If there was one out there, I wouldn’t greatly fear it 
would attack a human.  It is too cold for it and because of that it would have a slow metabolism – it would not 
have a massive appetite and there are plenty of mackerel and other fi sh around for it to eat.” 

It is not the fi rst sighting of killer sharks in Cornwall, but none have been confi rmed and some have been 
unearthed as hoaxes.  
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There are no texts printed on this page

Acknowledgement of copyright-holders and publishers

Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for.  In some cases efforts to contact copyright-holders have been unsuccessful and AQA will 
be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgements in future papers if notified.

SOURCE 1:  ‘Killer shark off Cornwall? It must be summer!’ by Richard Saville and Richard Alleyne © Telegraph Media Group Ltd.  Photograph: ‘Caribbean 
reef shark with fishing hook scar’ © Thinkstock.

SOURCE 2:  ‘Nice to Meet you’ by Jessie J.  Published by Simon & Schuster.  Photographs: ‘Jessie J Headshot’ © Dave Hogan/contributor/Getty Images.  
‘Britain’s Brilliant Prodigies’ TV – 2003- Jessica Cornish © Rex Features.  

SOURCE 3:  ‘Going Coastal: The beach bum’s guide’ from ‘Visit Cornwall Guide 2013’ © Visit Cornwall.  Photographs: ‘Picnic’ © Visit Cornwall; ‘Longboard 
Surfer’; ‘Young Family Enjoying Barbeque On Beach’; ‘Barbecue on the beach’;  ‘Family on Vacation, Sitting Around a Table Next to Their 
Motor Home and Having Lunch’; ‘Lighter Cornish pasties’ and ‘Young boy at beach with net smiling’ © Thinkstock.  ‘Scuba diving mask and 
fins on sandy beach’ © mbbirdy/E+/Getty Images.  ‘Basket of fresh strawberries’ © Marilyn Conway/Photographer’s Choice RF/Getty Images.  

Copyright © 2015 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved.
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